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¶ EPI Around the Globe 

¶ Ecopack-Chile Ltda. at 

Argenplas Tradeshow 

¶ EPI Events: Biodegradable 

Seminar in London & 

CPIA Regional Meeting in 

BC 

¶ SweetWaterSprings uses 

TDPAÊ Technology  

alongside Tescoõs, Morrisonõs, The 

COOP, and ASDA on packaging 

development projects, along    with 

partners such as SCA and       

Flexipol. He then spent several 

years at Tetra Pak processing  

before joining EPI.  

As well as Jamesõ knowledge of 

plastics and experience in rigids, he 

brings a keen sense of humour, is 

well travelled and has many  varied 

outside interests. 

EPI (Vancouver) Adds Key 

Sales and Marketing  

Amir H. Fasihi joins EPI       

Vancouver as new Sales and    

Account   Executive to expand 

business in the Middle East region. 

He  will focus on identifying poten-

tial agents, distributors and      

licensees for EPI to partner with.    

Currently, heõs also overseeing and 

managing EPIõs accounts in Canada. 

Amir has an extensive background 

in international sales, formerly 

working in Dubai and Iran for four 

years as a Product and Sales    

Marketing   Manager for a heavy 

duty commercial vehicle business 

specializing in parts and lubricants.  

Amir has a Bachelor of Science in 

Business Administration from 

the University of Southern       

California.  

EPI Welcomes New Staff Members  ¶ EPI Welcomes New Staff 

Members 

¶ New Online Blog 

Launched 

¶ Defra Report on Oxo-

Biodegradable Plastics 

¶ EPI China News 

Highlights of EPI 

Activities:  

EPI (Europe) Ltd Boosts its 

Reach into Europe       

James Clarke has recently been 

a p p o i n t e d  a s  B u s i n e s s             

Development Manager at EPI 

(Europe) Ltd, our office based in 

the UK. James brings with him 

over thirteen years of  experience 

in Plastic Packaging  covering a 

multitude of sectors, including 

Ready  Mea ls ,  Med ica l  &            

Pharmaceuticals, FMCG, Primary, 

Secondary & Tertiary Packaging, 

and his favourite, Ice Cream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: James Clark, Business  

Development Manager  

 

James spent 10 years with the  

European/Finnish packaging giant      

Huhtamaki, as National Account 

Manager. James covered such     

accounts as Unilever, Greencore, 

and Findus; he also worked      

How does Amir feel about plastic? 

òWe cannot avoid them; they are in 

our daily life. Plastic is very useful, 

they help to facilitate our daily life, 

our routines. Better now to come up 

with a solution to address waste 

problem issues that everyone is  

facing.ó 

Loni Ingram also joins the        

Vancouver office as Marketing     

Coordinator to manage and execute 

EPIõs marketing activities.  Her focus 

will be to educate and inform interest 

groups about the benefits of oxo-

biodegradable plastic through      

targeted marketing activities.   

Loni has 7 years combined experi-

ence in marketing, advertising and 

sales.  She has worked with a      

Hospital Lottery management     

company overseeing all marketing 

and advertising campaigns, negotiated 

and purchased advertising for a   

National advertising agency as well 

as, gained valuable sales experience as 

a Sales Account Executive selling 

advertising to help local businesses 

achieve their marketing goals. She is 

very pleased to work with a company 

whoõs making a global impact in the 

world she lives in and is excited to 

help EPI educate  others about the 

benefits of EPIõs plastic technology.   

EPIõs Recent & Upcoming Events: 

¶ Canadian Plastics Industry Association (CPIA) - BC Regional Meeting, April 27, 2010 

¶ Hong Kong International Printing & Packaging Fair , April 27-30, 2010. EPI distributor attending: Nicole 

Environmental Services Company. (More information available in next newsletter) 

¶ BPF - The Future of Bio -based and Degradable Plastics: Markets & Applications - Presented by 

British Plastics Federation:  June 2, 2010 London, United Kingdom 

¶ K Show 2010 - International Plastics & Rubber Trade Fair: October 27- November 3, 2010       

Düsseldorf, Germany (More information available in our next newsletter) 
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EPI Environmental 

Technologies Inc. 

( ò E P I ó ) , 

announced on 

April 26th an 

online blog and 

forum which will 

become a new 

addition to its 

corporate website. 

EPI will focus on including blog 

articles which educate and 

inform online visitors the 

benefits of oxo-biodegradable 

technology and provide 

evidence thereõs a true solution 

to the continuous effect of 

plastic in the environment.  

Online visitors will be 

encouraged to offer their 

feedback, share success stories 

of using oxo-biodegradable 

technology and share reactions 
from the global communities in 

which they have implemented 

EPIõs technology.  

Plastic has long since been an 

area of heated debate between 

environmental interest groups, 

legislative parties and the 

general public.  This has 

prompted scientists, plastic 

suppliers and manufacturers to 

respond and validate their 

products.  EPI is dedicated in 

continuing their efforts to be a 
reliable, informative industry 

leader to these groups. 

of carrier bags across their life 

cycle must be thoroughly 

assessed. Such evaluation using 

LCA should consider input of 

raw materials, output of 

finished products, examination 

of environmental issues and 

actual òend of lifeó disposal 

methods.  

In March, clients in Europe 
received a personalized visit 

from Joseph G. Gho, EPIõs 

C h a i r m a n  a n d  C E O 

accompanied by Adelene Ong, 

Technical Executive Director, 

Andy Koutsandreas, Technical 

Manager and Lynda Simpson, 

General Manager of EPIõs UK 

office.  The purpose was to 

renew relationships with 

existing customers and to 

provide face to face customer 

service contact.   Through their 

travels, some trends were 

noticed: 

Joseph G. Gho (EPIõs Chairman 

and CEO), along with Adelene 

Ong (EPI Vancouver office)  

attended the Sustainability in 

Packaging Conference & 

Exhibition in Orlando, Florida, 

March 15-17, 2010.   

Key topics included reviewing 

the Life Cycle Assessment 

which brought forth an 
interesting debate about 

companyõs corporate agendas 

and the claims companies are 

using to market their plastic 

products - òIs it really about 

the environment or simply a 

marketing initiative?ó-asks 

Joseph G. Gho, EPIõs Chairman 

and CEO.  Itõs up to businesses 

to do their due diligence to 

implement a Life Cycle 

Asses smen t  an d  t r u l y 

understand the effects their 

business has on the 

environment. For 

example, the impact 

In a fashion-industry driven 

country such as France, retailer 

operators are  choosing paper 

bags over plastic to offer as a 

higher quality looking product 

for their fashion-conscious 

customers.  What retailers may 

n o t  r e a l i z e  i s  t h a t 

biodegradable plastic bags can 

have the look and feel of high 
end material which would be 

just as easily accepted by 

consumers, but have a better 

environmental impact.   

In Greece, a large portion of 

supermarket chains have  

a l r ea dy  ad op ted  ox o-

biodegradable bags.  EPI 

recognizes thereõs also a large 

market in this country for 

garbage bag manufacturers to 

adopt oxo-biodegradable 

technology as well.   

EPI Launches New Online Blog  

 

 

 

 

Life Cycle 

Assessment (LCA)  

 

Also known as 'life 

cycle analysis', the 

evaluation of  

environmental impacts 

a given product or 

service causes by its 

existence 
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Visit:  

www.epi -global.com/

blog  

EPI Around the Globe  



On  March  23 ,  2 0 1 0 ,       

SweetWater Springs with 

headquarters in the Okanagan 

Valley in British Columbia, 

officially introduced their new 

product, Spring in a Pouch, 

which incorporates EPIõs 

TDPAÊ additive technology.   

Spring in a Pouch offers     

customers the convenient 

delivery of natural spring water 

packaged in  oxo-biodegradable 

and recyclable 10 litre pouches.  

The company is helping 

customers reduce their carbon 

footp r in t  by  gradua l ly 

discontinuing the 5 gallon 

bottle packaging by moving 

volume clients to 10 litre 

biodegradable bags. The 

process of converting a bottle 

cooler to a pouch cooler can 

be done in under a minute.   

The new innovative packaging 

lowers delivery costs, reduces 

wasted water and chemicals for 

cleaning bottles and empty 

bottles no longer require 

storage.   

SweetWater Springs is the first 

company in Western Canada to 

launch the new eco-pouch 

system.   

TDPAÊIncorporated Spring Water Pouches 

 

òItõs unfortunate this 

report was issued 

however, it was a 

blessing in disguise.  It 

has given EPI and the 

International Scientific 

Advisory Board (ISAB) a 

platform in which to 

respond,ó says Joseph 

G. Gho, EPIõs 

Chairman and CEO. 
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For more information, visit 

company website at: 
www.sweetwatersprings.ca  

DEFRA Report on Oxo -Biodegradable Plastics  

On March 11, 2010 the UKõs 

Department for the Environ-

ment and Rural Affairs 

(DEFRA) released Loughbor-

ough Universityõs publication 

titled òAssessing the           

Environmental Impacts of   

Oxo-degradable Plastics Across 

Their Life Cycleó.   

 

EPI participated in the informa-

tion gathering for the report, 

viewing the Loughborough 

study as a positive opportunity 

for an independent third party 

to finally put to rest all       

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t s                    

oxo-biodegradable technology. 

    

Given the report carries the 
logo of a UK Government 

department, itõs expected to 

produce the best possible 

analysis of the performance of 

oxo-biodegradable plastics. 

 

Unfortunately during the infor-

mation gathering process,   

research was collected from 

those with direct and significant 

financial interests in supporting 

the bioplastics industry which 

caused the report to be      

politically based, rather than 

motivated by science.   

 

As a result, the report clearly 

fails in understanding oxo-

biodegradable plastic technol-

ogy, includes many wrong and 

misleading statements and fails 

to acknowledge significant con-

tributions.  EPI, among others 

did not have the opportunity to 

review the report for validity 

before the report was pub-

lished. 

  
òThe Defra report was in the 

planning stages for about two 

years and EPI provided substan-

tial information and test data to 

support its technology. The 

release of the report was de-

layed a number of times in 

which lobbying took place.  Itõs 

unfortunate this report was    

issued however, it was a blessing 

in disguise.  It has given EPI and 

the International Scientif ic     

Advisory Board (ISAB) a platform 

in which to respond,ó says Joseph 

G. Gho, EPIõs Chairman and CEO. 

 

While EPI is disappointed in this 

report, we are determined to 

maintain the continuing trust and 

confidence of our customers and 

end users, and to quickly restore 

the reputation of its products in 

the marketplace.   

EPI always has and will continue 

to vigorously defend its products 

and technology.  To read EPIõs 

and EPIõs International Scientific      

Advisory Board (ISAB)          

complete response and support-

ing comments, please visit:    

www.epi -global.com  



E. presented a seminar on behalf of 

Ecopack-Chile to inform visitors the 

benefits of EPIõs technology and quality 

s t a n d a r d s  t o  r e a c h  t r u e 

biodegradability.  

Top: (left to right) Miss Vera Sánchez, 

Sales Executive; Mr. Bernardo Amengual E., 

General Manager of Ecopack-Chile Ltda. 

Bottom: Mr. Bernardo Amengual E., 

General Manager of Ecopack-Chile Ltda. 

 

On March 22-26, 2010, 

Ec opac k -Ch i le  L tda . 

displayed TDPAÊ   

incorporated grocery bags and 

food contact packages at 

A r g e n p l a s  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e 

International Plastics Exhibition 

in Buenos Aires, Argentina.   

The show marked the 13th 

successful tradeshow attracting 

over 500 exhibitors from 38 

countries.  Bernardo Amengual 

Ecopack -Chile Ltda. at Argenplas   
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NEXT ISSUE SUMMER 2010: 

¶ EPI Attending K-Show 2010 International Plastics & Rubber Trade Fair 

¶ Recap of BPF The Future of Bio-based and Degradable Plastics in   

London  

¶ Update from Nicole Environmental Services Company attending Hong 

Kong International Printing & Packaging Fair 

¶ And much more!!  

EPI China Introduce Additive to New Customers  

In 2010, with pioneer 

technology and years of 

experience in degradable 

agriculture mulch film, EPI 

China  has provided the Bole 

area, located in northwest 

Xinjiang in the Province of 

China, with additive for 

degradable agriculture mulch 

film, covering 16.67 km2 of 
corn land.  After a few years of 

trial EPI decided it was the  

r i g h t  t i m e  f o r  o x o-

biodegradable mulch film with a 

controlled lifetime to be used 

in a large area.   

In late 2009, Kunshan Wuxing 

Import & Export Trading Co., 

Ltd. adopted EPIõs technology 

to produce degradable 

applications made of non-

woven, polypropylene (PP) 

incorporating EPI additive.   

This can be used for other 

examples such as shopping 

b a g s  a n d  d i s p o s a b l e 

pillowcases. On the contrary 

to common knowledge 

accepted by the general 

public, conventional non-

woven products made of 

polypropylene is non-

degradable.  However, PP non

-woven incorporating EPI 

additive has been rendered 

degradable and will degrade 

within a short timescale after 

disposal.  

BOLE 


